Fourth Sunday in Advent
Caroling the Christmas Story
Sunday, December 22, 2024

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
WELCOME
" “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come____ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - 1- zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In_ the_ high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Refrain
9 ﬂ I I . ] I I ! !
G e F e aer o
Q) I I I ' I
O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text and tune: Public domain

Luke 2:1-4: ! In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. * And all went to be registered, each to his
own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David.



“Once in Royal David’s City” LSB 376
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1 Once in  roy - al Da - vid’s cit - y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, ‘Who is
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - 1ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love;  For that child so dear and
ox - en stand - ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His <cra - dle was a stall;, With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav - en, Set at God’s right hand on high.  Then like
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - susChrist her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound!

Text and tune: Public domain

Luke 2:5-7: ° to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ® And while they were there, the
time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

“What Child Is This” LSB 370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap 18
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own  Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
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pierce Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you;

A song on high, The vir - gin sings her Iul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text and tune: Public domain

Luke 2:8: 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night.

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ’ry-where;
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A Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.

And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
Tune and text: Public domain

1

Luke 2:9-12: ° And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with great fear. 1° And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. ** For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is

Christ the Lord. *? And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.”



“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380

) . .
P Al ) | ) | | | | | |
6 e e
g o = ' ' ' r
1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
g Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;

Veiled in flesh the
Mild He lays His

God-head see,
glo - ry by,

Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Tune and text: Public domain

Luke 2:13-14: 2 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, ** “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

“Angels We Have Heard on High” LSB 368
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in - spire your heav’'n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
A Refrain pre—
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in ex-cel-sis De - o. Glo - - -
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Text and tune: Public domain

Luke 2:15: ¥ When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
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go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-1le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - Y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent -1y, how si-lent - ly The won - drous gift is giv’'n!
4 O ho - ly Child of Beth-1le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;

While mor-tals sleep, the

an - gels keep

Their watch of won-d’ring love.

So God im -parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter 1in, Be born 1in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ - mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The  hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.

O come to
Text and tune: Public domain

us,

a - bide with us,

Our Lord Im-man - u - el!

Luke 2:16: '* And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav -en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo -ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an - gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau - ti - ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - VOr.
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Tune and text: Public domain

“Let us



Luke 2:17-18: 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. 8 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.

“Away in a Manger” LSB 364
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
25 : I ] , i |
ANS E— ] i — l el o | | - —
o - v 9 o el [ 4 -
The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
o) ‘ .
[ | [ | |
r X [ | | | [ | )
#:)VW! | lyﬁ r L J — i - { | ! T
The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
1 love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.

Text and tune: Public domain

Luke 2:19-20: *° But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 2° And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

“The First Noel”
1 The first Noel the angels did say Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay:
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep On a cold winter's night that was so deep
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!

2 They looked up and saw a star Shining in the east beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light And so it continued both day and night
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!

3 And by the light of that same star Three Wise men came from country far
To seek for a King was their intent And to follow the star wherever it went
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!

4  This star drew nigh to the northwest O'er Bethlehem it took its rest
And there it did both stop and stay Right o'er the place where Jesus lay
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!

5 Then entered in those Wise men three Fell reverently upon their knee
And offered there in His presence Their gold and myrrh and frankincense
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the kind of Israel!

6 Then let us all with one accord Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made heaven and earth of nought And with his blood mankind has bought
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel

Text: Public domain

OFFERING



“Joy to the World” LSB 387
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King; Let ev - 'ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing  joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as  the curse is found, Far as the curse is
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse 1s found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
d

you; the Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you His peace.

Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto



“Silent Night, Holy Night” LSB 363
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1 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! All is calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Shep - herds quake
381 - lent night, ho - ly night! Son of God,
|
P I ‘\) Jrﬁ N {—:5 K

L 100
| 1N

S i »- [ — S ——— | ——
Q) | [ &3
all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - 1ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-1ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al - le -lu - ia! Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Sit
FAMILY MATTERS
DISMISSAL
P Go in peace and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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